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Grateful for you...

Dear Friends and Family,
It is hard to believe that just days after we printed and sent the Christmas letter, our lives would turn upside
down for the next 84 days!
Christmas Eve day, I (Connie Lou) awoke to hearing Todd’s voice from the livingroom speaking into the phone saying, “I
will put Mom on the next flight home!” Immediately I had an overwhelming sense of inadequacy and frailty. So many
times in the past I have told God, “I can’t do this! I am not able! This is not part of my strengths! Todd is so much
more equipped to deal with issues!” And as always, God reminded me that I was right! I am not able on my own to
deal with tough situations, but when I rely on His direction, strength, and wisdom—through Him I am able! I
surrendered to Him and went to tell Todd I was up for whatever was needed.
A few short hours later, I would find myself sitting alone on an airplane, headed out
on a 48+ hour journey to the USA over Christmas—knowing that holiday travel,
especially at Christmas, is often one of the most unpredictable times to actually get
where you are going—with your luggage.
And yet God… I love that statement! And yet God… had a plan for more than just
the issues that we knew about. From the seat partners on the 5 legs that it took to
get me home, to those God put in my path at airports and in the USA. His handprints
were all over! And His blessings were abundant as I took each day, each step with
my eyes focused on Him.

Christmas Decorations on
the flight Christmas Day

I continued to prep Member Care articles while away and I found this statement in one of the articles that really
impacted me. “The moment that you think something you do belongs to you, you lose the way.” –
“The moment that
Rigoberta Menchu As I contemplated this in my life, I realized how true this was. I began to work
you think somethrough recognizing that nothing I have done or possessed belongs to me. This was such a freeing
thing you do belongs to you, you realization as I began to remember and submit to my place in the bigger scheme of our ministry, of
lose the way.”
our relationships and our lives.
– Rigoberta Menchu

I am so very happy to say I am writing to you from our home in the
Highlands of Papua New Guinea. I arrived yesterday afternoon and my wonderful
husband, as well as several of my colleagues/friends were there at the airport, in the rain,
waiting to welcome me home.
I am also happy to report that God worked in amazing ways with each situation that
necessitated my abrupt return to the States for a personal family matter. God brought
friends and family to help in my hour of need. Instantaneous answers to prayers uttered
as I didn’t know where to turn or what to do. Seeing how the good Lord poured out the blessings and tangible help
was such a balm to my weary soul. A huge shout out to Karcher Crew—at Karcher Church of the Nazarene in Nampa,
Idaho, as well as to friends at Ten Mile Christian Church in Meridian, Idaho! Your help and encouragement have been
such a tremendous blessing! We also thank the MAF US and International families that provided immeasurable
support and encouragement. We are so blessed to be a part of the MAF global team.
While I was in the US, Todd was trying to cover not only his monumental job, but he also graciously hosted the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day functions for the MAF team that I had previously planned and scheduled to be in

our home! Although his responsibilities are many, he is passionate about
raising leaders and engaging the younger generation to help them develop
personally as well as professionally. Because of this, he has started a young
men's study on Wednesday evenings after work. Younger single men have
something in common— their need for food. (smile) Todd works hard to
be able to leave the office a little bit early on Wednesdays, so he can run
by the market and get
some items to prepare for
them. Sharing a meal
together gives them more opportunity to connect and socialize in a
healthy way.
Todd also hosted and prepared an afternoon meal for the
Expat Women’s Retreat—he had several helpers as well and
the women reported that the guys did an excellent job! The meal was delicious! Several ladies have even
been asking for some of Todd’s special recipes—it was that good!
I (Todd) can’t explain how happy I was to have Connie home after nearly three months. We make a great team—even
better when we’re on the same side of the globe! Since coming to PNG as Country Director, one of our main focuses
has been to draw our team back to the very foundational principles of why MAF was established in PNG nearly 70 years
ago: seeing isolated people physically and spiritually transformed in Christ’s name. My fervent belief is if we get that
right first within the team, then the rest will begin to fall into place. Toward that end we have been establishing prayer
teams, men’s and women’s groups, all focusing on prayer and spiritual formation. The transformation in our team has
been palatable. How blessed we have been to have
visitors come (who have been visiting MAF PNG for
years) and say, “There is something so different
about this place these days!” We can only praise the
Lord for His tremendous faithfulness.
Serving some 212 airstrips (many reachable only by
air, river or a many days’ walk) providing more than
500 medical evacuations and lifting hundreds of
thousands of pounds of supplies each year, is made possible because of

you. Through your partnership, life-changing

transformation is happening in some of the most remote communities in the world.

HOME ASSIGNMENT COMING 24-June to 14-July
Would you consider hosting a group of friends for a
time of mission sharing at your home? Inviting us
for a service at your church? Find out how the Lord
is working through the ministry of MAF.
Please contact Connie at

connie.aebischer@mafint.org
More info at: https://tcaeb.com/
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